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Abstracts in chronological order 
 
FRIDAY, 01 NOVEMBER 
 

1800 - 1930  KEYNOTE-TALK  
 
Elizabeth C. Dunn: “Humanitarianism and the Manhunt: Migration and Predatory 
Sovereignty” 
Since the election of Donald Trump in 2016, the US government has deployed an intense 
strategy for finding undocumented migrants: the manhunt.    Using everything from armed 
patrols and ground sensors to aggregated social media data, agents from ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) and CBP (Customs and Border Protection) have been tracking and 
capturing migrants, both as they cross the border and in the interior of the country.    This is 
consistently defined as a “humanitarian” response to a “humanitarian crisis.”   Using Gregoire 
Chamayou’s (2012) theory of cynegetic power, I show how the logic of what I call “predatory 
humanitarianism” has become a fundamental part of governance in authoritarian populist 
regimes.  
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SATURDAY, 02 NOVEMBER 
 

900 - 1045  “INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN HUMANITARIANISM, VOLUNTARISM, 
AND ACTIVISM” 

 
Marie Sandberg & Synnøve Bendixsen: “Researching Volunteers Beyond Humanitarianism: 
Doubt, Complexities of Hope and Melancholia” 
While recognizing that “volunteering for refugees” is entangled in ethical and political power 
dimensions, this paper will discuss how we can ethnographically explore the practices of 
volunteers as shaped in intrinsic ways by their mode of being in the world as ethically 
concerned human beings (cf. Malkki 2015). The act of helping can be problematized to an 
extent where efforts of doing good are questioned as euro-centric, selfish and ego-altruistic. 
This approach to the study of volunteering overlooks other aspects, such as: Which relations 
and new roles are mobilised in the process of doing volunteer refugee reception work and 
how are usual divisions between researchers and interlocutors, refugees and volunteers, 
guests and hosts, as well as academic, activist and humanitarian interventions, renegotiated? 
Which methodological and analytical implications do these interchanging relations have for 
ethnographic research? Approaching the study of volunteers beyond a humanitarianism 
perspective, we explore how to better understand the practices of volunteers through the 
lens of doubt, complexities of hope and melancholia. 
The presentation is part of the interdisciplinary research network Helping Hands: Research 
Network on the on the Everyday Border work of European Citizens (DFF/6107-00111): 
https://saxoinstitute.ku.dk/research/research_projects_and_networks/helping-hands-
researchnetwork-on-the-everyday-border-workk-of-european-citizens/ 
 
Tess Altmann: “Healing Charity’s Wounds? Fairness, Gifting and Making Exceptions in an 
Australian Humanitarian Foodbank” 
Volunteer humanitarianism has increasingly become an avenue to support those experiencing 
the effects of forced migration. Australia has one of the most hostile state deterrence regimes 
in the world towards people seeking asylum arriving by boat; in contrast, many citizens 
volunteer in support of these migrants. This paper considers what happens when 
humanitarianism is delivered “at home”: when the generalised humanitarian “impulse to 
give” (Bornstein 2012) and “need to help” (Malkki 2015) intersects with local notions of 
assistance (Brković 2018). Drawing on doctoral fieldwork among volunteer humanitarians in 
Melbourne, I hone in on the humanitarian encounter in a foodbank. I illustrate how 
humanitarian aid provision was influenced by Australian idioms of fairness, which were also 
constructed in the moment of encounter. Volunteers were expected to play the dual roles of 
companion and policeman, engaging intimately with recipients as well as policing amounts 
and behaviours. In order to resolve these tensions, some volunteers developed practices of 
gifting and making exceptions that countered a generalised application of the principle of 
fairness. In doing so, I argue that they sought to heal the wounds caused by the one-sided, 

https://saxoinstitute.ku.dk/research/research_projects_and_networks/helping-hands-researchnetwork-on-the-everyday-border-workk-of-european-citizens/
https://saxoinstitute.ku.dk/research/research_projects_and_networks/helping-hands-researchnetwork-on-the-everyday-border-workk-of-european-citizens/
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“free gift” of charity (Douglas 2002), allowing opportunities for more personalised relations to 
develop. 
 
Marijana Hamersak: “Humanitarianism and Activism: Reporting Push-Backs at the Balkan 
Route” 
Starting from the comparison of two different representations of border death that happened 
in the Croatia in March 2019 – one based on testimonies of survivors and published by 
informal, transnational activists collective and other published by national news agency and 
compiled of the official police statement and national mountain rescue service report – the 
paper focuses on the textual protest practices of the contemporary anti-restrictionist and pro-
migrant solidarity groups at EU borders along the so-called Balkan route. In 2015, when the 
route was transformed into the formalized corridor, these groupings, today sometimes 
conceptualized under common denominators of solidarity, citizen or volunteer 
humanitarianism (Cf. e.g. Gabrielsen and Pascucci  2019; Rozakou 2017; Sandri 2018), 
proliferated over Europe in different forms and with different objectives. Depending on the 
local, national, international and other contexts, they employed different, most often ad hoc 
practices to challenge inefficient, bureaucratized, discriminatory and securitized modes of 
action of official, state and humanitarian actors. Nevertheless, some of these practices 
developed over the time into distinctive formats or genres, such as it happened with protest 
reports about the violent and mass push-backs across Croatian and neighboring borders. 
Settled on the crossroads of ethnography and forensics, testimonial and administrative, 
political and affective, these reports evoke, but also significantly depart from the reports 
introduced in the framework of the so-called second age of international humanitarianism (Cf. 
Fassin 2007, 2008). By analyzing paratextual elements of push-back reports collections (i.e. 
their front pages, titles, subtitles, prefaces etc.) published in the last several years by different 
solidarity groups stationed in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Slovenia and Croatia, as well by 
the sporadic employment of the elementary narratological analysis, this paper aims to provide 
a space for the reflection on the convergences of humanitarian and activist practices and 
discourses in this specific context.  
 
Ildiko Zakarias & Margit Feischmidt: “Refugee Solidarity Beyond Voluntary Initiatives: 
Limitations and Potentials” 
The formation, practices and consequences of civic activism and volunteering have recently 
become self-evident terrains of studying solidarity towards refugees and migrants in Europe. 
(e.g. Verschraegen – Vandervoordt 2019, Feischmidt et al 2019, della Porta 2018) At the same 
time, much less attention has been dedicated to paid work in state funded welfare 
institutions, in NGOs, or market-based organisations participating in the broader field of 
refugee humanitarianism.  
By looking at two types of empirical data: that of 32 interviews of Hungarian volunteers 
providing support in the humanitarian aid of refugees in 2015’s Hungary, as well as 17 
interviews carried out in 2017 with Hungarians living and working in Germany, all participating 
in voluntary or paid work of refugee reception and integration in Germany, we will examine 
the ways personal values, dispositions, emotions and commitments are often overlapping in 
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diverse domains, and enable the shifting of knowledge and responsibilities among various 
sectors of voluntary and paid domains of supporting marginalised groups, and among them 
refugees. 
Following the perspectives of our interviewees all implicated in various forms of refugee 
support, we aim to grasp unpaid, voluntary forms and paid forms of helping in a common 
conceptual framework, as possible alternatives of expressing solidarity towards refugees and 
immigrants among specific configurations of public discourses and individual structural 
constraints. In the paper we aim to conceptualise how less formal civic and voluntary forms 
of helping and more formal, professionalised, often paid work for the state or market 
institutions or established NGOs might be built upon each other both on a practical level and 
on the level of helper biographies. 
 
 

1045 - 1115 “SCALING HUMANITARIANISM” 
 
Anne-Meike Fechter: “‘Every Person Counts’: The Problem of Scale in Everyday 
Humanitarianism” 
As we observe multiple forms of ‘vernacular humanitarianism’ emerging, ordinary citizens, 
active locally or internationally, play an increasing part in this. Their interventions may 
promise innovation, less bureaucracy, and offer local solutions. By the same token, they face 
the challenge of scale, and scale-ability of their activities. What can be the role of everyday 
humanitarianism if their activities are focused on small groups of individuals? How do they 
attribute meaning to these often limited interventions, given that the scale of the problems is 
always larger than what they can hope to achieve?  Based on ethnographic research with 
small-scale private humanitarian initiatives in Cambodia, the paper explores the imagined 
scope, ways of operating, and theories of change by those involved. The ‘logic of the one’, or 
the insistence that ‘every person counts’, provides a guiding motivation for many. The paper 
asks how they position their efforts in the context of larger, often political challenges in the 
sites where they operate. It explores how, if at all, the small-scale is being related to the wider 
contexts. This leads to questions if, or in what way, simultaneous but unconnected citizen 
interventions may coalesce -or not- in order to effect wider social and political change.  
 
Robin Vandevoordt: “Subversive Humanitarianism. Rethinking Refugee Solidarity Through 
Grass-Roots Initiatives” 
Across Europe, hundreds of thousands of volunteers have brought food, clothes, medicines 
and numerous others forms of support to newly arrived refugees. While humanitarian action 
has always been subversive, I argue that the recent wave of civil actions have pushed its 
subversive effects one step further. Whereas more modest forms of humanitarian action tend 
to misrecognise recipients’ social and political subjectivities, their more subversive 
counterparts can be better understood as enacting a particularist form of solidarity that 
emphasises precisely those subjectivities. To explore the potential for political innovation in 
these civil initiatives, I argue that it can be useful to do so through the lens of ‘subversive 
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humanitarianism’. More concretely, I suggest seven dimensions with which the subversive 
character of any humanitarian action can be compared across time and space: acts of civil 
disobedience; the reconstitution of social subjects; contending symbolic spaces; the creation 
of social spaces and personal bonds; putting minds into motion; and the transformation of 
individuals‘ life-worlds. I support the argument by drawing upon the recent wave of empirical 
studies on civil initiatives across the continent, as well as my own ethnographic data on the 
Brussels-based Plateforme Citoyenne de Soutien aux Réfugiés. 
 
Tom Widger: “The humanitarian poor: Poverty, Charity, and Community in Sri Lanka” 
Drawing from two years’ fieldwork in Colombo, Sri Lanka, I explore expressions of poor 
people’s humanitarianism within and between slums, housing projects, orphanages, and 
elders’ homes across the city.  I argue that the humanitarianism of the poor differs from the 
humanitarianism of the wealthy in terms of how it unfolds at the level of everyday 
relationality, community, and religiosity, and in terms of how the poor make innovative use 
of social, financial, and bio capital as gifts for others.  My first example focuses on charitable 
giving between a government housing project and adjacent slum, and shows how my 
interlocutors’ arguments that “it’s human to give” allowed participants in these transfers to 
obfuscate the inequalities created by differences in housing and residency status.  The second 
describes how residents in an elders’ home become a “field of merits” by accepting meal 
donations from middle-class givers – a gesture that relies on recipients’ offering first their 
body as a site for corporeal nourishment and emotional satisfaction.  By carving out the 
humanitarianism of the poor as a socially, politically, and eschatologically distinct practice, the 
examples help to extend anthropological understanding of humanitarianism that has tended 
to privilege the practices of the wealthy. 
 
Jan Grill: “Encountering Compassion. Venezuelan Migrants and Emerging Forms of 
Humanitarianism in Colombia” 
Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork on the encounters between migrants from Venezuela and 
those providing different kinds of aid in the city of Cali (Colombia), this paper explores how 
pre-existing histories and vernacular ideas and practices of helping those in need inform the 
newly emerging forms of humanitarian assistance in the context of relative absence of state 
‘public policies’ (on migration) and only more recent attention paid by international 
organisations.   Most of the migrants from Venezuela have arrived to the city within the 
context of what was labelled one of the biggest ‘humanitarian crisis’ of recent times.  Both for 
migrants and those who are helping them (mostly religious, NGO or voluntary-based 
groupings), the city of Cali has come to be relationally understood as a more welcoming place, 
in which they suffer less from growing xenophobia (imagined or experientially encountered 
elsewhere on their paths). This paper examines emerging practices of helping and 
understanding the migrants, which draw on historically constituted imagination of 
Venezuela(ns) through idioms of ‘brotherhood’ and through an imagined historical ‘moral 
debt’ (stemming from the past histories of Colombian migration to Venezuela) that is now 
being reciprocated. This particular conception of self as ‘caring’ more derives not only from 
the local and regional histories of past migration and relations (imagined or concrete) with 
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Venezuela, but it is also co-constituted by experiences of receiving and co-living with a high 
amount diverse bodies of internal migrants (be these internally displaced persons arriving due 
to the violent conflict or due to economic precarity of more rural areas of Pacific coast of 
Colombia). At the same time, the compassion and help derived from constructions of 
closeness and affinity intertwines with construction of ‘Venezuelan’ difference inscribed in 
particular power relations. These intersections of categorizing migrants and their actions as 
distinct oscillate between discourses emphasising their ‘cultural’ (and ‘national’) difference, 
their suffering and hardships in the ‘humanitarian crisis’ in Venezuela or on their migratory 
paths, as well as particular dispositions shaped under the ‘socialist’ political systems. The 
growing visibility of Venezuelan migrants and ‘humanitarian crisis’ in public spaces and 
discourses, political struggles around ‘governing the crisis’ or promises of help from 
international organizations (e.g. UNHCR, IOM, ICRC) have significantly re-configured 
hierarchies of neediness and deservingness on regional and local scales and stirred various 
affective responses and worries. This paper will also explore some of these ambiguities, 
dilemmas and tensions emerging from the arrival of the figure of Venezuelan migrants in need 
of help in the contested field of social and humanitarian interventions of various categories of 
‘victims’, ‘suffering’ and ‘our poor’ in Colombia. 
 
 

1400 – 1530 “INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN HUMANITARIANISM AND SECURITY” 
 
Pınar H. Şenoğuz, Ignacio Fradejas-García & Covagonda Murias Quintana: “Borders, 
Infrastructures and Imaginations of Humanitarian Remoteness in Syrian Crisis” 
Regional wars, organized violence and other forms of conflicts in the post-Cold War era have 
increasingly led to the securitization of humanitarian practices, deploying new technologies 
of control and risk assessment techniques for the remote management of humanitarian 
operations. The ever-shifting frontlines of conflict, war economy and military intervention in 
Syria renders the conflict-stricken interiors of the country yet such an experimental site of 
remotely governed cross-border operations. We argue that the securitization of humanitarian 
practices in Syrian context foster the ‘humanitarian remoteness’ that produces remote areas 
and the ‘sufferer’ while allowing the illusion of on-site-ness for the humanitarian action 
(Fradejas-García, 2019). Engaging critically the notion of “humanitarian border” (Walters, 
2011), our paper aims at exploring the humanitarian remoteness as an assemblage of actors, 
institutions and discourses (Hess/Schwertl, 2013), encompassing the humanitarian 
organizations, border enforcers, national governances, local aid groups, Syrian opposition 
factions, public-private networks of surveillance and auditing as well as digital tools of 
mapping and information-gathering. Drawing on our extended fieldworks in the periods of 
2011-2012 and 2015-2016 as well as interviews with Syrian aid workers, we set the analysis of 
humanitarian remoteness in Syria against the background of emergent trade geographies, 
geopolitics and multiple border regimes in the broader eastern Mediterranean region. Finally, 
we suggest the study of humanitarian remoteness as a further research agenda exploring the 
ways in which it shapes the border regimes, creates new infrastructures and alters the 
imagination about the humanitarian aid. 
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Andrea Steinke: “Humanitarianism, Development and Security: MINUSTAH and Nexus in 
Haiti”  
In today’s sites of intervention not only the intersections of humanitarian and development 
efforts are of concern. Recently policy makers have added another dimension to the matrix of 
societal care: peace. The so-called triple nexus poses many challenges though. While it bears 
the possibility of a better coordination of different actors, it often ends up being a state-led 
enterprise impairing especially the work of humanitarian organizations. The use of military 
force and the overall paradigm of securitization further jeopardize the prospects of the triple 
nexus. The former UN stabilization mission to Haiti (MINUSTAH) acted as a pilot project for 
the UN’s turn from classical peacebuilding approaches to an enforced focus on stabilization. 
Here especially one of MINUSTAH’s components is paradigmatic: Community Violence 
Reduction. CVR enforced civil military cooperation between UN soldiers, civil UN components 
and non-UN international NGOs. It implemented projects in so-called quartiers défavorisés, 
while subordinating all measures to the overall paradigm of securitization. The paper – based 
on ethnographic fieldwork in Haiti - contextualizes the mission in global security assemblages 
and asks the question how peace and security are framed and how the experiences in Haiti 
feed into the larger recent discussion of the triple nexus. 
 
Susanne Schmelter: “Migration Struggles along the Humanitarian Border. Syrian 
Displacement in Lebanon and Ways to Travel to Europe” 
This paper explores migration struggles along Europe’s humanitarian border (Walters 2011) 
in the context of Syrian displacement in Lebanon. Based on extensive empirical field research 
it sheds light on Syrian activism in Lebanon’s humanitarian sector, strategies to get a place in 
a humanitarian admission programme and projects to leave the country by one’s own means 
toward Europe. The paper shows how the arbitrariness of the humanitarian regime is not 
limited to institutions or campsites, but penetrates as a ruling logic the everyday of social life. 
By doing so it not only explores the reach of humanitarian government, but as it follows 
aspirations and entanglements of migration it also deconstructs the idea of humanitarian 
subjects as counterpart to the politics of humanitarianism. By focusing on how politics of 
humanitarianism are negotiated, appropriated and resisted as they intersect with the 
migration and border regime, the paper adds the perspective of migration to the study of the 
humanitarian border.  
 
 

1600 - 1730  “CONTEMPORARY EXPERIMENTS WITH HUMANITARIANISM: 
EXPLORING THE ROLE OF CONSULTANTS AND EXPERTS” 
(roundtable) 

 
Valeria Hänsel: “Monitoring a space of confinement and humanitarianism” 
Since the EU-Turkey Deal was implemented on March 18 2016, the Greek Island of Lesvos has 
been transformed into a humanitarian space of confinement where big numbers of NGOs and 
volunteers are involved to keep the hotspot camp running or provide different forms of 
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assistance in its surroundings. At the same time, solidarity groups and lawyers organize 
demonstration, support individuals and push for strategic litigation. However, the islands 
remain a place of suffering, violence and reoccurring deaths.  
The role of an anthropologist in this field is ambiguous and difficult. The panel contribution 
“Monitoring a space of confinement and humanitarianism” introduces an approach of activist 
research in which the anthropologist understands herself as witnessing and monitoring the 
developments in the field and provides through a platform for local activists to collect, publish 
and reflect on their experiences in the field ("Deportation Monitoring Aegean") that can at the 
same time be used for human rights advocacy work and provide a basis for theoretical 
reflection on the research field. 
 
Hendrik Simon: “IUVENTA’s Story” 
The rescue ship IUVENTA was seized by the Italian authorities in August 2017 after a year of 
operations. During this time it had assisted in the rescue of more than 14.000 migrants fleeing 
from Libya. The confiscation of the ship was the starting point of a huge campaign against Search 
and Rescue in the central Mediterranean. In June 2018 we were informed about investigations 
against 10 former crew members of IUVENTA. The accusation: "Aiding and abetting illegal 
immigration"; the charges: up to 20 years in prison and a fine of 15.000€ for each person we 
helped crossing the border. 
From the seizure warrant, we know some of the accusations against us. These accusations have 
been completely refuted. From the beginning, it was clear that the charges were only a political 
instrument to stop us and intimidate others to act in solidarity with migrants. So, apart from the 
juridical, we clearly also needed a political answer. We found three major accusations in the 
document of the seizure. With the help of the experts from the institute "Forensic Architecture" 
we were able to counter all three accusations and to actually proove that they were all completely 
made up. 
None of us had any idea how to handle a court case of that size, how to do a media campaign, 
how to work with social media. So we found experienced lawyers (e.g. from the ECCHR) and 
consultants that helped reach our first and most important goals: raise money for the case, make 
the case known to the public and use the case as a platform for other, less-known cases of so-
called crimes of solidarity, but also of cases against migrants themselves. Without the assistance 
of consultants, we would have probably not been able to be as effective in fundraising and media 
work as we are now. 

 
Shakira Bedoya Sánchez: „Standardized Humanitarianism. The Writing and Translating of 
the International Standard for Business Continuity  
Since 2002, UN Agencies have begun to develop risk, crisis and organizational plans to face 
disasters and operational disruptions. A decade later, they created a joint UN Organizational 
Resilience Management System (ORMS) aiming at “linking actors and activities across 
preparedness, prevention, response and recovery, to enhance resilience in order to improve 
the capacity of the organization to effectively manage risks of disruptive events” (ORMS 2015). 
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This required the incorporation and development of standardized frameworks and 
terminologies known as ‘business continuity management systems’ or BCMS. With various 
humanitarian agencies advocating for the use of an ‘international best practice’ to produce 
their BCMS, a consensus-based regulation known as ISO 22301 became the footprint for 
humanitarian business continuity planning (CEB 2014; UN general Assembly Report A/73 666 
2018).  
 
 
 

SUNDAY, 03 NOVEMBER 
 
900 - 1045  “INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN HUMANITARIANISM AND RELIGION” 
 
Till Mostowlansky: “Humanitarianism and Muslim Networks in High Asia” 
Much research on humanitarianism and development explains the “pariah”-status of religious 
NGOs in the field through secular anxieties in international organizations’ own history of 
political theology (e.g. Fassin 2012, Fountain 2013, Redfield 2013). This explanatory approach 
highlights the resource-intensive boundary work that is required to uphold these categories 
and render religion “manageable.” Yet what if in turn such distinctions become part and parcel 
of an organization that employs religious legitimacy to manage humanitarianism? This paper 
focusses on the presence of the Ismaili-led Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) in the 
highlands of Badakhshan in Tajikistan which – since the end of the Cold War – has employed 
an amalgam of humanitarianism, development and Muslim charity to fundamentally 
transform the region’s social, economic and political fabric. In an attempt to move beyond the 
“tired” debate around the secular/religious distinction, it discusses how the AKDN has sought 
to expand its reach over many fields of local society. Drawing on ethnographic and historical 
research, the paper thereby explores the organization’s decades-long endeavour to shape and 
influence infrastructure, economy, education, politics, religious practices, state institutions 
and NGOs in Badakhshan. 
 
Ela Drazkiewicz: “Moral Economy of Foreign aid: The Catholic Dimension of Polish aid” 
This paper asks about the role of religion and religious institutions in foreign aid. In 
development the subject of ‘ethics’ is frequently pushed into the domain that is loosely 
defined as ‘secular’ and labelled through religiously-neutral names (human rights, citizenship, 
redistributive justice). However, historically ethics has been closely related to religion and 
through it intellectualized, materialised and transcended. That is why this paper explores 
implicit and explicit links between religion and Polish aid. It shows how Catholic charitable 
thinking penetrates the supposedly secular moral economy of Polish international 
cooperation. 
By showcasing the efforts of aid activists commencing their first initiatives in Africa and by 
analyzing the process of ODA funds allocation to African projects, the paper demonstrates 
how Polish emergence as the EU donor in Africa has been facilitated by religious institutions, 
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specifically missionaries who provided access to distant societies and locations. The paper 
argues that due to the generally weak presence of Polish non-religious actors in the region, 
missionaries become a first contact point on the ground and took on the role of African 
gatekeepers. Their strong association with Africa and recognition as competent ‘local experts’ 
resulted in their identification as ‘local partners’ and put them in an advantaged position in 
the funding allocation schemes. However, amid the pressure to fulfil the neutrality standard 
in aid practice, these specifically religious partnerships are being ‘secularized’. By emphasizing 
aid practice and downplaying religious elements, aid organisations and activists are 
strategically manipulating the visibility of religious connotations in Polish aid. 
 
Alexander Horstmann: “An American Hero: Faith-Based Emergency Health Care in Karen 
State, Myanmar” 
Building on ethnographic fieldwork on humanitarian cultures in Karen state, Eastern 
Myanmar, since 2007 with a Thai research team, and funded by Max Planck Institute for the 
Study of Religious Diversity, this article examines the vastly expanded mobility of displaced 
Karen villagers in the evangelical humanitarian movement Free Burma Rangers in the Thai-
Burmese borderlands. While refugees are too often presented in the literature as victims, the 
article argues that by joining the mission, the Karen freedom fighters become ambassadors of 
a political ideology and evangelism. Bringing Christianity with them from their displaced 
homes, displaced Karen meet the evangelical humanitarian organization in the Thai refugee 
camps, train with them and supply the villagers left behind with emergency health care and 
religious messages. Funded by American free churches, the US military and resettled Karen 
communities in the West, the freedom fighters of the Free Burma Rangers mobilize people 
and resources all over the globe and expand their operations to the Kurdish areas of Syria and 
the Nuban mountains of South Sudan, thus getting involved into a global struggle between 
the perceived good and the evil. 
 
Emina Osmandzikovic: “Experience from the Field: Humanitarian Assistance and Islam in 
Saudi Arabia” 
In order to investigate the implications of domestic humanitarian assistance to Syrian refugees 
in the Gulf region, I conducted a survey and semistructured interviews in Saudi Arabia with 
Syrians, government officials and NGO representatives. One of the themes that emerged in 
my research has been the fundamental role of Islam in guiding humanitarian assistance, both 
on the official government level and among the grassroots civil society, be it charity 
organizations or organized NGOs. 
In the case of Saudi Arabia, the intertwined nature of Islamic principles and humanitarian 
assistance provided to Syrian refugees consist of the following intersections: (i) giving, be it in 
terms of products or services, is to be done both individually by Saudis and by state 
institutions, (ii) Islam is used to provide the rationale behind a comprehensive set of 
instrumental policies of refugee accommodation, and (iii) given the ambiguity of the refugee 
definition within Islam, the framework for accepting Syrians escaping the civil war has 
substantially expanded from the one practiced by the international humanitarian system. 
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The peculiar aspect of this relationship has developed outside of official religious institutions, 
but rather as a set of principles based on the foundation of Islamic pillars, which also gives 
policymakers the flexibility to apply them in a broader spectrum of domestic humanitarian 
assistance programs 
 
 

1115 - 1245 “INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN HUMANITARIANISM, HUMAN RIGHTS, 
AND THE STATE” 

 
Jessica Greenberg: “Sovereign Bodies: Evidence, Jurisdiction and State Responsibility at the 
European Court of Human Rights” 
Immigration and asylum cases raise fundamental legal issues of control over national borders, 
security, and the legal standard of effective control over territorially ambiguous spaces. Such 
cases are ripe for contestation over international human rights jurisdiction. In my research, I 
have found that questions concerning the scope of the European Convention are made most 
explicit in such migration cases. Contexts of migration raise fundamental questions of who is 
responsible. People on the move are often caught in the nexus of ambiguous or overlapping 
jurisdictions, creating what legal anthropologist Jeffery Kahn has called “geographies of 
discretion (Kahn).”  To this extent establishing national sovereignty (such as effective control) 
and legal jurisdiction rise and fall with the evidential record that different actors can bring to 
bear.  My current research on legal practice at the European Court of Human Rights examines 
how sovereignty is produced in practice- particularly through the contested negotiation of 
evidentiary records of the absence or presence of state power. I argue that paradoxically, 
when states are most evident (through policing practices, military exercises or the like) they 
are thus most subject to restrictions of sovereignty through human rights obligations. Thus, in 
situations of humanitarian or migration “crisis,” we must attend to the erasure and absence 
of evidence as the new frontier on which battles over human rights protections will be waged.  
 
Tomas Ledvinka: “Negotiating ‘Traditional identity’ in Re-Localised Humanitarian Space: The 
Orientalisation of Yemeni Immigrants in the Contemporary Czech Asylum Regime” 
Perception of Yemen as humanitarian space is entangled with the “integration reason” or 
reason for granting humanitarian protection to Yemeni asylum applicants by Czech 
authorities. This paper focuses on negotiating Yemen as a "humanitarian space" at its 
"symbolic" level (Hilhorst and Jansen 2010, 1117) and the inter-tribal feud (persecution), 
situated in it.  It illuminates "transnational connections in the organization of meaning" 
(Hannerz 1996, 4) which link the evidentiary process of proving the credibility of Yemeni 
asylum applicant's narrative about his flight from the persecution within and out of Yemen, 
with forming Yemen as humanitarian space by various global actors through the production 
of the country of origin information (COI), which is subsequently localized in the Czech asylum 
framework. Given that the reality of Yemen, and thereby also COI, is subject to dynamic social 
change, an emphasis is placed on how asylum authorities and humanitarian organizations deal 
with the informational flux by translating and integrating Yemeni “traditional” feud (as 
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subsumed to the juridical “persecution”) into the Czech legal framework. In this way, it shows 
how humanitarian space is intermingled with the cultural and legal identity of the asylum 
applicant as both a member of Al-Qublani tribe and citizen of Yemen. The asylum decision-
making processes are seen as a habitat of "humanitarian governance" (MN Barnett 2013), 
accessed by semi-structured interviews and content analysis of COI and legal documents. 
 
Eda Sevinin: “Upholding Statist Discourses Through Benevolence: Material and Discursive 
Practices of Islamically-Oriented Humanitarian Networks in Turkey” 
Islamically oriented humanitarianism has become one of the major actors in Turkey’s response 
to refugees. In their practices, Islamically oriented humanitarian networks have often 
combined the statist discourses of migration and border regime with Islamic teachings of 
migration and humanitarianism. They have not only been active in material aid to refugees, 
but they have also upheld and reproduced state-centric discourses in refugee government. 
Quite dissimilar to the Western examples where statist responses more often than not 
amount to anti-migrant discourses and political mobilizations, I argue that, in Turkey, state-
centric discourses have paved the way for solidarity with refugees, particularly with Syrian 
refugees. However, this solidarity thwarts other potential political responses to the situation 
and rather reduces the issue of forced migration to that of benevolence and moral 
commandments derived from Islamic teachings.  
Based on the ethnographic fieldwork conducted in Denizli, Turkey with Islamically-oriented 
humanitarian actors, in January-December 2017, this paper seeks to discuss how 
humanitarianism intersects with alternative forms of solidarity. First, it looks into how 
humanitarian practices addressing refugees are accorded to statist discourses. Second, it 
unpacks how such practices thwart alternative political responses within field of forced 
migration in Turkey. 
 
 

1400 - 1545 “(DECOLONIZING) TRANSNATIONAL HUMANITARIANISM” 
 
Yasin Emre Kucukkaya: “Decolonizing the Transnational Humanitarian Governance: A Critical 
Discourse Analysis of the Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) Program in Turkey” 
Having received nearly four million refugees from Syria since 2011, Turkey struggles to provide 
adequate care for forced migrants amid a tough economic climate and a growing anti-
immigrant backlash. As a humanitarian response, the European Union (EU) started funding 
several refugee relief projects in 2016 as part of the EU-Turkey deal called the Facility 
agreement. Among them is the largest ever humanitarian program in the EU’s history, the 
Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) which provides cash transfer benefits to more than 1,5 
million refugees in Turkey. While cash-based interventions have recently been a burgeoning 
aid model adopted by the global humanitarian industry, analyses on its surrounding conditions 
and reasonings have remained thin within the existing migration literature. This study critically 
examines the discursive patterns and strategies employed by the transnational stakeholders 
of the ESSN in face of varying pressures from the populations and ruling elites of Turkey and 
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the EU. In so doing, the study problematizes the connections between discursive practices and 
power relations within the ESSN and explores how transnational actors define, construe and 
represent humanitarian activities toward forced migrants. Through a Critical Discourse 
Analysis (CDA) methodology, the study qualitatively examines the semiotic data conveyed in 
situation reports, policy documents, communication campaigns and social media activities of 
the project stakeholders. 
 
Maria Lidola: “Beyond Duty, Solidarity and Crisis: Care, Temporality and Sensitive 
Encounters in Cuba's International Medical Cooperation with Brazil” 
In the wake of critiques and crises of international aid, increased attention is giving to South-
South cooperation (SSC). They are said to blur clear-cut lines between the colonial framing of 
give and take, by supposing that shared experiences of postcolonial order and neo-colonial 
dependency would provide these “emerging” actors with a better understanding of the aid-
receiving context. But while acknowledging SSC as “an inspiration to development policy” 
(UNDP 2013: iv), aid activities of Global South actors are hardly recognized as humanitarian 
within the rigid Western definitions of humanitarianism and its politics of principles. Cuba is a 
case in point, as its international aid programs are oftentimes considered ideological and 
politically motivated.  
It is against this backdrop that I discuss one of the larger medical South-South-Partnerships, 
the “More-Doctors-for-Brazil”-Program. This cooperation between Cuba and Brazil (2013-
2018) organized more than 11,400 Cuban medical professionals to cover the state of 
emergency in the Brazilian public healthcare. Based on ethnographic research (2014-2016), 
the paper focuses on care and temporalities in sensitive encounters between Cuban 
physicians and Brazilian patients, understanding these encounters as assemblages, where 
social and political imaginaries of doing (humanitarian) medicine, discourses of duty and 
solidarity as much as collective sentiments of care and compassion converge and materialize 
in emergent socialities. 
 
Romana Pozniak: “Autoethnography of Humanitarian Work – Between Voluntarism, 
Humanitarianism and Research “ 
The paper will explore ambiguities of humanitarianism during the “refugee crisis” in Croatia 
by focusing on experiences from the Winter Reception-Transit Centre for Migrants in Slavonski 
Brod. As the mass refugee transit in 2015 and 2016 required significant amount of 
humanitarian workforce, different actors got engaged in the camp. While some workers were 
recruited as experienced international aid professionals, others were employed locally, either 
through state subvention programs or hired as professionals who didn´t necessarily have prior 
experience in work with refugees. Furthermore, a substantial number of volunteers was 
mobilized, mainly through local NGOs. As a volunteer at first, the author was shortly employed 
by a local NGO on a program financed by an intergovernmental agency. Therefore, by using 
autoethnography of work, the paper will focus on struggles between different positions and 
forms of humanitarianism experienced by the author, mainly concerned with the 
contradictions between local and international workers and/or organizations, volunteers and 
employees and examine the manifestations of international humanitarianism in the local 
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context. The aim of this paper is to (1) present analysis of the working position intersected 
between the above mentioned contradictions and (2) to tackle the complex relationship 
between voluntarism, professional humanitarianism and anthropological research.  
 
Ekatherina Zhukova: “Private Humanitarian Responses to Disaster Vulnerabilities: The 
Chernobyl Children from Belarus in Italy” 
This paper aims to understand how children’s vulnerabilities work in humanitarian aid 
programmes by combining two academic literatures – everyday practices of humanitarian aid 
(Bakewell, 2000; Hilhorst and Jansen, 2010) and feminist vulnerability thesis (Gilson, 2011, 
2016; Tuana, 2006).  Using an empirical example of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster (1986) and 
recuperation of children from the affected Belarusian territories in the Italian host families 
(since 1993 till present), the article demonstrates that while the charities’ motivation to assist 
affected children was initially based on their nuclear vulnerabilities (caused by radioactive 
iodine and caesium and post-communist transition), the outcomes of humanitarian assistance 
depended upon children’s social vulnerabilities (gender, age, ethnicity, and family situation). 
It is argued that children’s social vulnerabilities played a crucial role in whether they could 
participate in recuperation programmes continuously and what life choices they could make 
as a result of recuperation in Italy (remaining in Belarus, migrating to Italy, choosing a 
profession, choosing a religion, etc.).  
 

 
1615 - 1730  “FUTURE OF THE AHN: SYNERGIES, PANELS, PUBLICATIONS, 

RESEARCH PROJECTS, MEETINGS”  
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Biographies in alphabetical order 
 
Adam, Jens is currently visiting professor at the Institute for Cultural Anthropology and 
European Ethnology at Georg-August-University in Göttingen. Earlier he worked as visiting 
professor at the University of Bremen and as senior lecturer at Humboldt-University Berlin. 
His research interests include public policy, political violence, humanitarianism, cities, as well 
as processes of Europeanization and cosmopolitization. His co-edited volume “Europa 
dezentrieren. Globale Verflechtungen neu denken” (Frankfurt 2019), which came out at the 
beginning of October this year, aims at bringing together anthropological research on 
Europeanization and postcolonial theory. For his recently published book “Ordnungen des 
Nationalen und die geteilte Welt. Zur Praxis Auswärtiger Kulturpolitik als Konfliktprävention” 
(Bielefeld 2018) he conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Berlin, Ramallah, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv 
and Sarajevo to study practices and formats of translating and assembling the German Foreign 
Office’s official policy to “prevent conflicts via culture”. He is currently engaged in a long-term 
research on urban development, configurations of statehood and processes of 
Europeanization in western Ukraine, taking Ann Stoler’s notion of “imperial debris” as one 
ethnographic starting point. 
 
Altman, Tess is an ESRC Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Southampton, having been 
awarded her doctorate from UCL in anthropology earlier in 2019. Her research focuses on 
volunteer humanitarianism in climates of hostility towards migrants, with a particular interest 
in how intersecting scales of responsibility affect political subjectivity. While her PhD research 
examined volunteer humanitarianism in Australia, new research focuses on volunteer 
humanitarianism in the UK and Europe. Tess has previously conducted research on 
voluntarism, citizenship and humanitarianism in the Netherlands/Europe, New Zealand, and 
Australia, and worked in government and NGO sectors in multicultural policy, volunteer 
management and consultancy. 
At present, I am working on a project concerned with the intersection of science, state and 
health economies. I am particularly interested in conflicts over vaccination programmes and 
the ways in which citizens and states negotiate their own, often conflicting agendas.  

I am also interested in identity politics in Ireland. Specifically, I observe how they manifest in 
the dialogue surrounding the separation of state and church and the divestment process in 
the Irish education system.  
I am passionate about research and also enjoy practical challenges. In the course of my career 
I have worked with the UNDP, several Polish development NGOs, the Solidarity Fund, the 
Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and its Department of Development Cooperation. 
 
Bendixsen, Synnøve is an Associate Professor at the Department of Social Anthropology, 
University of Bergen. She has conducted research on refugees and irregular migrants in 
Norway, marginality, humanitarianism, young Muslims and religiosity in Germany, urban life 



AHN-kickoff-workshop „INTERSECTIONS OF HUMANITARIANISM“ 01 – 03 November 2019 

  p. 16 

and diversity. Bendixsen is the co-editor in chief for the Nordic Journal of Migration Research 
and the series co-editor for the Palgrave Macmillan series Approaches to Social Inequality and 
Difference. She is also the co-editor of the forthcoming volume Contested Hospitalities in a 
Time of Migration: Religious and Secular Counterspaces in the Nordic Region with Routledge. 
Synnove.Bendixsen@uib.no 
 
Brković, Čarna is an Assistant Professor at the Department for Cultural Anthropology and 
European Ethnology at the University of Goettingen. She holds PhD in Social Anthropology 
from the University of Manchester and a graduate degree in Ethnology and Anthropology from 
the University of Belgrade. She ethnographically explores new forms of power and alternative 
forms of political imagination in former Yugoslav countries, observing how people care for one 
another outside welfare state models. Čarna is the author of the ethnographic monograph 
“Managing Ambiguity: How Clientelism, Citizenship, and Power Shape Personhood in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina” (Berghahn, 2017) and co-editor of “Negotiating Social Relations in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina: Semiperipheral Entanglements” (Routledge, 2016, with Stef Jansen and 
Vanja Celebicic). She is a co-convener of EASA’s Anthropology of Humanitarianism 
Network and a member of the editorial board of Political and Legal Anthropology Review 
(PoLAR). 
 
De Lauri, Antonio is Senior Researcher at the Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI) where he 
coordinates the research group HAB (Humanitarianism, Aid and Borders). He has conducted 
research in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Europe and has published on issues related to post-
war reconstruction, human rights, injustice, corruption, war, freedom, and humanitarianism. 
He is the Principal Investigator of a research project on humanitarian diplomacy funded by the 
Research Council of Norway, and member of several other research projects on topics related 
to humanitarian aid, politics of mobility and transnational justice. Before joining CMI 
Antonio was Lecturer of Cultures and Societies of the Middle East at the University of Milan-
Bicocca. In 2012/2013 he was a post-doctoral Rechtskulturen Fellow at the Forum 
Transregionale Studien (Berlin), having previously been a recipient of the Fernand Braudel 
International Fellowship for Experienced Researchers at the Fondation Maison des Sciences 
de l’Homme in Paris. 
Antonio is the founding Editor-in-Chief of the journal Public Anthropologist and he 
is the Editor of the book series "Humanitarianism and Security" with Berghahn Books. He is 
co-director of the Norwegian Centre for Humanitarian Studies and co-convener of the 
Anthropology of Humanitarianism Network (AHN, EASA). He teaches Anthropology of the 
Middle East at the Catholic University of Milan. 

 
Drazkiewicz, Ela: I am specialising in organisational and political anthropology. My research 
concerns development, globalization, state and identity politics. My regional focus is on 
Poland, South Sudan and Ireland. 

mailto:Synnove.Bendixsen@uib.no
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I obtained my PhD from the University of Cambridge, where I studied Poland’s emergence as 
a donor in Africa. In my post-doctoral project I studied development cooperation between the 
Second and Third Worlds at the time of the Cold War.  
 
Dunn, Elizabeth Cullen is Associate Professor of Geography and International Studies at 
Indiana University. Trained as an anthropologist, she has focused on bureaucratization and 
new forms of management after socialism. Her first book, “Privatizing Poland”, which looked 
at the transformation of firms and workers after 1989, won the Orbis Book Prize and the Ed. 
A. Hewett Book Prize. She has also written about food, agriculture, and public health in 
postsocialist Eastern Europe. Her article “Trojan Pig” won “Environment and Planning” A's 
Ashby Prize. 
In her second book, “No Path Home. Humanitarian Camps and the Grief of Displacement”, 
Dunn demonstrates how war creates a deeply damaged world in which the structures that 
allow people to occupy social roles, constitute economic value, preserve bodily integrity, and 
engage in meaningful practice have been blown apart. “No Path Home” is the result of more 
than sixteen months of fieldwork in Georgian IDP camps. Dunn’s work has also appeared 
in “American Ethnologist”, “Humanity”, “Antipode”, and “The Iowa Review”. 
 
Enria, Luisa is a Lecturer in International Development at the University of Bath, where her 
research focuses on Sierra Leone and aims to produce ethnographic accounts of how people 
experience, engage with and resist development and humanitarian interventions in their daily 
lives. Informed by her research during and after the West African Ebola outbreak, Luisa’s work 
also engages with the possibilities and tensions at the interface between anthropology and 
global health during emergencies. Her recent ESRC project, States of Emergency: Citizenship 
in Crisis in Sierra Leone, explored the effects of crisis management, including militarisation, on 
state-society relations in the aftermath of Ebola. Her book, The Politics of Work in a Post-
Conflict State: Youth, Labour and Violence in Sierra Leone, is based on her doctoral work at the 
University of Oxford. 
 

Fechter, Anne-Meike is a Reader in Social Anthropology at the University of Sussex 
(http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/158737). Her research looks at how mobility transforms, 
and is shaped by, individuals. She is particularly interested in migrations that people undertake 
for the purposes of social change. Her most recent project, based on research funded by the 
Leverhulme Trust, is concerned with citizen aid and everyday humanitarianism in Cambodia. 
These are small-scale initiatives set up by individuals which are aimed at supporting others. 
She asks what, if anything, is unique about ‘citizen aid’, and if it can be an alternative to 
conventional development models. 
 
Feischmidt, Margit (Feischmidt.Margit@tk.mta.hu) is senior researcher at Research Centre 
for Social Sciences, Hungarian Academy of Sciences where she leads the Department for 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/158737
mailto:Feischmidt.Margit@tk.mta.hu
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Sociology and Anthropology in Minority Studies. She is also editor in chief of Intersections. 
East European Journal of Society and Politics and teaches as associate professor at Institute 
for Communication and Media Studies, University of Pécs. With a doctoral degree from 
Humboldt University and habilitation from her home university she works on issues of 
migration, nationalism, ethnicity and minorities in East-Central Europe and generally. Her 
most recent edited book (coeditors Ludger Pries and Celine Cantat) is on civic forms of 
solidarity (Refugee Protection and Civil Society in Europe, Palgrave Macmillan, 2019). 
 
Fradejas-García, Ignacio (Ignacio.Fradejas@uab.cat) is a PhD fellow at Autonomous University 
of Barcelona working on mobilities and informality. His previous research (unfinished PhD) 
was focused on the humanitarian operation for Syria and the daily working life of aid 
employees in Gaziantep (Turkey). He has extensive fieldwork experience in Gambia, Chile, 
Morocco, Haiti, RD Congo, Turkey, Romania and Spain, combining various ethnographic 
approaches with personal network analysis.   
 
Greenberg, Jessica is an associate professor of Anthropology at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign. Her research focuses on the anthropology of democracy, postsocialism, 
and youth activism in the Balkans. She is the author of After the Revolution: Youth, 
Democracy, and the Politics of Disappointment in Serbia (Stanford, 2014). Her new research 
focuses on international human rights law and legal cultures in the context of European 
integration. This research is supported by an NSF Law and Social Sciences grant. She recently 
earned a Master of Studies in Law at the College of Law, University of Illinois. She is also 
currently the Co-Editor of the Political and Legal Anthropology Review (PoLAR). 
 
Grill, Jan is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Valle, Colombia. He is also 
Research Associate at the Department of Social Anthropology at University of Manchester, 
UK. After completing his PhD in Social Anthropology at the University of St Andrews in 2012, 
he worked as a temporary Lecturer in Social Anthropology and as a Simon Research Fellow at 
the University of Manchester, held Work Fellowship at IGK Work and Human Life Cycle in 
Global History at Humboldt University in Berlin and ERSTE Foundation Fellowship for Social 
Research. He conducted extensive ethnographic research among Slovak, Czech and Hungarian 
Roma/Gypsy groups, exploring issues related to different forms of migration from Central 
Eastern Europe to Great Britain and Canada (and back). More recently he has worked on urban 
mobilities in Colombia. His ongoing research project explores emerging forms of helping and 
encountering migrants from Venezuela in the city of Cali, Colombia. His general research 
interests informing his work are migration, ethnicity, racialisation, marginality, labour and 
work, and the ethnography of state and borders.  
Address and contact details: Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Economy, Universidad del Valle, Ciudad Universitaria Meléndez, Calle 13 # 100-00, Cali, 
Colombia. jan.grill@correounivalle.edu.co 

mailto:Ignacio.Fradejas@uab.cat
mailto:jan.grill@correounivalle.edu.co
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Günther, Jelka is academic coordinator of the Centre of Global Migration Studies (CeMig) at 
the University of Göttingen. She holds a PhD in Social and Cultural Anthropology from the 
University of Göttingen. Her dissertation “Thailand in Motion: Nostalgia and Domestic Tourism 
Mobilities” (translation of the German title) examines the interdependence of domestic 
tourism and migration movements against the background of politicised urban-rural relations 
in Thailand. 
 
Hameršak, Marijana is a senior research associate at the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore 
Research (Zagreb, Croatia) and a titular assistant professor at the University of Zagreb. She is 
the author of the book Pričalice: o povijesti djetinjstva i bajke (Pričalice: about History of 
Childhood and Fairy Tale, Zagreb, 2011) and co-author of the book Uvod u dječju književnost 
(Introduction to the Children’s Literature, with Dubravka Zima, Zagreb, 2015). She has co-
edited several readers and research collections, the recent one, co-edited with Emina 
Bužinkić, is entitled  Formation and Disintegration of the Balkan Refugee Corridor (Zagreb, 
2017; in English, Zagreb-Munich, 2018). She is engaged in different academic projects and 
networks in the research fields of children’s literature, book history and migration, and she 
closely collaborates with different activist initiatives such as Welcome! Initiative, Are you 
Syrious? etc. 
 
Hänsel, Valeria does her doctorate at the Institute for Cultural Anthropology/ European 
Ethnology at the Georg-August University Göttingen on the reconfiguration of the European 
Border Regime in the Aegean. She is member of the Network for Critical Migration and Border 
Regime Studies and the board of the research association deportation monitoring 
aegean.bordermonitoring.eu and since 2016 regularly works on Lesvos Island. She graduated 
in the Master programme Peace and Conflict Studies at the Philipps University Marburg. 
 
Hess, Sabine is a professor of Cultural Anthropology and European Ethnology and the Director 
of the Centre for Global Migration Studies (CeMIG) at the University of Goettingen. Since her 
PhD research on transnational migration of Slovakian women into domestic work in Germany, 
published as “Globalised Domestic Work: Au-Pair as a Migration Strategy for Eastern European 
Women” (VS-Verlag. Wiesbaden 2005), processes of transnationalization and Europeanization 
have been at the center of her research interests, with a focus on migration and border 
policies. She currently coordinates the national project team of the Horizon 2020 research 
project "Multilevel Governance of Mass Migration in Europe and Beyond" (RESPOND). She 
also runs the interdisciplinary “Laboratory on Migration and Border Regime Studies” at the 
University of Göttingen, which provides space for regular discussions on theories and research 
in the respective fields for 15 PhD students and PostDocs. Prof. Hess is the co-founder of the 
interdisciplinary European “Network for Critical Migration and Border Regime Research” 
(Kritnet) and a member of the German Council for Migration (Rat für Migration). Prof. Hess 
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has published, co-authored, and co-edited widely in the fields of migration and border regime 
studies, anthropology of globalization, transnationalism, and policy, as well as 
Europeanization, gender studies, and anthropological methodologies. 
 
Horstmann, Alexander is Associate Professor in Anthropology of Southeast Asia, at the School 
of Humanities at Tallinn University. His teaching include Current Anthropology courses, 
Applied Anthropology “LIFE” project courses, Asian Politics and Society courses and PhD 
courses in Cultural Studies. Before, he was Associate Professor at the University of 
Copenhagen, Research Fellow at the Max-Planck-Institute for the Study of Religious Diversity, 
(where he also was a senior research partner of Peter van der Veer) and Lecturer at the 
Department of Anthropology, University of Muenster. He also used to be a Fulbright scholar 
at Harvard, visiting professor at EHESS, Paris, RILCA, Mahidol University, and Centre of Trans-
Himalayan Studies, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, China (3x) and Postdoc Research 
fellow at ILCAA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan. 
His current research also includes fieldwork and theoretical thinking on ethnic riots, 
transitions to violence, hate campaigns, rumors, trust, morality, civility, and questions of 
everyday multiculturalism. He has launched a new project on a social history of refugees from 
mainland Southeast Asia, and is doing a study on Shan migrants, power and monastic 
networks in the Buddhism, Business and Believers project, located at the University of 
Copenhagen. Contributions on displacement and recovery were published in the Journal of 
Refugee Studies, MOUSSONS, encounters and Chiang Mai Journal of Social Sciences. 
 
Knecht , Michi is Professor for Social and Cultural Anthropology at Bremen University, 
Germany.  
Her research and teaching focuses on interconnections between practices of knowledge 
production and social forms and on how ethnographic methods can be used to address the 
complexities of contemporary everyday worlds. In her work, she combines approaches from 
social, cultural and medical anthropology with perspectives from science and technology 
studies (STS). Her research has examined social and cultural implications of assisted 
reproductive technologies, political and religious movements in the field of reproduction, new 
forms of kinship, as well as poverty and inequality. 
She researches the social productivity of anonymity and how contemporary regimes of 
anonymity are reconfigured at the interfaces of infrastructures, regulation and social practice. 
She further investigates economies of reproduction and, in the context of the UPWEB project, 
bricolages or assemblages of knowledge and support in times of health crises.  
With Friederike Gesing and Michael Flitner, she co-founded the Bremen NatureCulture Lab as 
a site for developing new research designs in human-body, human-other species and human-
environment relations. 
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Methodologically, she is interested in further extending the ethnographic tool kit, in longtime 
ethnography and permanent fieldsites and in combing ethnography with other (quantitative, 
experimental, collaborative) methods. 
Her English language publications include 'Reproductive technologies as global form: 
Ethnographies of knowledge, practices, and transnational encounters' (2012 Campus 
Publishers with Maren Klotz and Stefan Beck) and 'Beyond Change and Persistence? Concepts 
of Crisis in Cultural and Social Anthropology' (2015 Handbook of International Crisis 
Communications Research, Wiley Blackwell, with Stefan Beck). 
 
Kucukkaya, Yasin Emre: I’m a PhD Researcher at Middle East Technical Uni, METU, Ankara. I 
have been at the Institute for Empirical Integration and Migration Studies (BIM), Humboldt 
University Berlin since June 13 as part of the Jean Monnet Scholarship Program. I have 
obtained my BA in from Ege University and MA in European and Eurasian Studies from the 
George Washington University. Last year, I was a visiting researcher at Glasgow Caledonian 
University for one year and taught a seminar class “International Economic Issues and 
Challenges”. My research area focuses on the governance aspects of the refugee relief 
activities in Turkey from a critical perspective. 
 
Ledvinka, Tomas received his LLM from Western Czech University and PhD  in Anthropology 
from the Faculty of Humanities of the Charles University, where he also taught anthropology 
of law from 2011 to 2017. He is a principal investigator in the research project “The cultural 
conditionality of the modern approach towards legal otherness. A socio-anthropological 
perspective” (2018 – 2020) at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, Prague. He 
was a guest researcher in the Department of Law & Anthropology of the Max-Planck Institute 
for Social Anthropology in 2016 and the International Institute for the Sociology of Law in 
Oñati in 2018. He is a member of the Research Committee on Sociology of Law of the 
International Sociological Association (ISA/RCSL), SIEF and EASA. Before fully converting to the 
academia, Tomas was an expert of the Czech Ministry of Justice, where he analysed foreign 
law issues with a special focus on non-European legal systems. 
 
Lidola, Maria is Lecturer of Social and Cultural Anthropology at the Department of Sociology 
at University of Konstanz, Germany. Her research interests cover migration, gender and 
transnationalism, care work, urban anthropology, and more recently, global health, 
humanitarianism and South-South Partnership. Her regional focus is Latin America (Brazil, 
Cuba) and Germany. Recently, she published “Negotiating horizontality in medical South–
South cooperation: The Cuban mission in Rio de Janeiro’s urban peripheries” (co-authored 
with Fabiano Tonaco) in a Global Public Health Special Issue on “Im/mobilities and 
dis/connectivities in medical globalisation: How global is Global Health?” (eds.: Dominik 
Mattes & Hansjörg Dilger).  
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Mostowlansky, Till is Ambizione Research Fellow at the Department of Anthropology and 
Sociology, The Graduate Institute Geneva (IHEID). Before joining the IHEID he worked at the 
University of Bern, the National University of Singapore and The University of Hong Kong. He 
has published widely on humanitarianism, development and infrastructure and is the author 
of Azan on the Moon: Entangling Modernity along Tajikistan’s Pamir Highway (University of 
Pittsburgh Press 2017).   
 
Osmandzikovic, Emina is an expert on displacement, forced migration and big data analysis. 
She holds an MPhil degree in Politics and IR from the University of Cambridge and a BA degree 
with honors in Political Science from New York University. She has published two articles on 
the integration experience of refugees and migrants in the European Union. Her latest 
research project involved extensive fieldwork in Saudi Arabia in order to map out the asylum 
state in the Gulf countries in relation to the Syrian refugee crisis. She speaks fluent English and 
Arabic, both of which she uses extensively in her work. She has worked for NGOs in France, 
Jordan, the United States and the UAE. 
 
Pozniak, Romana is a PhD candidate with an interest in the area of humanitarianism, refugee 
studies, political anthropology and anthropology of work. She volunteered at the Centre for 
Peace Studies (2013 – 2015) and co-founded the intercultural cooperative Taste of Home. 
From 2015 to 2018 she worked on child protection projects with UNICEF and IOM and from 
2018 she is working at the Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Research. She participated in 
many trainings, scientific conferences and public events in the area of migration and 
refugeeness and her dissertation aims to conceptualize humanitarian work with refugees in 
Croatia.  
 
Quintana, Covadonga Murias (muriasquintana@hotmail.com) has a long experience working 
for AECID, UN Habitat and UN FAO, among other international organizations and NGOs, in 
various humanitarian/development settings as Haiti, Morocco, RD Congo, Nigeria or Turkey. 
Moreover, she earned an MSc in Development Aid and a second MSc with honours on Gender 
Studies at Autonomous University of Madrid. She is now starting a PhD project on 
humanitarianism and gender. 
 
Sánchez, Shakira Bedoya: Between April 2018 and September 2019, I was appointed as an ISO 
technical committee member in a Nordic delegation to represent Non-Governmental 
Organizations for the rewriting of ISO 22301 (recently published) and a delegated in the UN 
Coordination Group. In this capacity I attended several online and face-to-face re-writing ISO 
meetings, including two international conferences held in Stavanger and Bangkok. By looking 
at the meeting practices and ‘frames’ of these gatherings, this talk sketches how participants 
(e.g. ‘experts’, ‘convener’, ‘delegates’ and ‘heads of state delegations’) conceptualize their 
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own involvement in terms of “shared value” (Brown, Red, Yarrow 2017) and how the BCMS 
model is translated (back and forth) into humanitarian-lexicon. 
 
Sandberg, Marie is an Associate Professor at the Section for Ethnology and Director of the 
Centre for Advanced Migration Studies (AMIS), at the Saxo Institute, University of 
Copenhagen. Her research focuses on everyday life Europeanisation, European borders and 
migration practices. From 2017-2019 she is the PI of Helping Hands: Research Network on the 
on the Everyday Border work of European Citizens (DFF/6107-00111, co-PI is Dorte J. 
Andersen), which explores different modes of volunteer work in support of refugees coming 
to Europe, as well as the implications of researching intentions and practices of 'doing good'. 
Further, Sandberg is the co-editor in chief of Ethnologia Europaea – Journal of European 
Ethnology. sandberg@hum.ku.dk 
 
Schmelter, Susanne wrote her dissertation on humanitarianism and migration governance in 
the context of Syrian displacement in Lebanon in cultural anthropology at Goettingen 
University. During years of research in Lebanon she has focused on different aspects of 
humanitarian government and strategies to cope with displacement: on humanitarianism as 
a conflictive field of different approaches - with a particular focus on Gulf-financed 
humanitarian assistance - as well as on the question how migration struggles are entangled 
with the politics of (Europe’s) humanitarian border. Susanne holds an MA in peace and conflict 
studies from Marburg University where she graduated with a thesis on Iraqi urban 
displacement in Damascus and Beirut.  
 
Şenoğuz , H. Pınar (hsenogu@uni-goettingen.de) is currently a post-doctoral researcher at the 
University of Göttingen. Previously she worked extensively on the Turkish-Syrian border 
region on the topics of unregulated economic and exchange practices, cultures of illegality as 
well as refugee reception and humanitarian policies. Her PhD project, recently published 
under the title Community, Change and Border Towns and follow-up research as a post-doc 
in this border region allowed her to observe the shaping of emergency context fostered by 
the ‘refugee crisis‘ with the onset of Syrian war and the ways in which the previous networks 
of unregulated trade rapidly gave way to politically recognized networks of trade across the 
broader region of eastern Mediterranean, which culminate in her new research interest on 
cross-border humanitarian relief in Syrian context.  
 
Sevinin, Eda is a Ph.D. candidate in Department of International Relations at Central European 
University, Hungary. Her Ph.D. project focuses on the Islamic humanitarian networks working 
with refugees in Turkey and their role in the reproduction of the category of “refugee” in 
Turkey’s migration regime. She is the co-editor of the edited volume Challenging the Political 
Across Borders: Migrants’ and Solidarity Struggles (forthcoming). 
 

mailto:sandberg@hum.ku.dk
mailto:hsenogu@uni-goettingen.de


AHN-kickoff-workshop „INTERSECTIONS OF HUMANITARIANISM“ 01 – 03 November 2019 

  p. 24 

Simon, Hendrik has a degree in computer science and usually works as a software developer 
and coach. To counter the deadly consequences of the European border regime he decided to 
use his boating skills to make a difference in the central Mediterranean. Between 2016 and 
2018 he joined six rescue missions with different NGOs in the central med. For this, he is now 
being investigated by the Italian authorities for "aiding and abetting illegal immigration". 
Because of this, he is forced to stay on land at the moment. 
 
Steinke, Andrea received her Phd in Social and Cultural Anthropology from Freie Universität 
Berlin with an ethnographic study on faith-based humanitarian intervention in Haiti, 
discussing the logics of faith and professionalism in the post-earthquake rehabilitation efforts 
of two NGOs. Her research interests include the study of humanitarian, development and 
military interventions and their afterlives, expatriate cultures, and NGO studies. Steinke has 
conducted fieldwork in Southeastern Europe, Latin cv  America and the Caribbean and 
collaborated in interdisciplinary projects such as desiguALdades.net and ‘Brazil’s MINUSTAH-
Engagement in Haiti’. Her most recent articles deal with professionalization and faith in 
humanitarianism and south-south cooperation in peacekeeping. 
 
Vandevoordt, Robin is a cultural and political sociologist whose research interests are in 
forced migration, humanitarianism, civil solidarity, and European migration policies. He is 
currently an Early Career Fellow at Oxford University’s Refugee Studies Centre, where he 
continues his ethnographic work with civil initiatives supporting refugees. He obtained his PhD 
in Sociology from the University of Antwerp (Belgium).  
 
Widger, Tom is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at Durham University, and a Section 
Editor of Medicine Anthropology Theory.  He has conducted long term research on charity and 
philanthropy in Sri Lanka, exploring relationships between corporate philanthropy, 
nationalism, and the military on the one hand, and the humanitarianism of the urban poor on 
the other hand. 
 
Zakariás, Ildikó (Zakarias.Ildiko@tk.mta.hu) studied statistics and sociology at Eötvös Loránd 
University, Budapest, Hungary and at University Paris 8, Paris, France. She obtained her PhD 
in sociology, Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary. She is currently research fellow at the 
Institute for Minority Studies, HAS Centre for Social Sciences. She recently took part in projects 
focusing on solidarity towards migrants and refugees in Hungary and among Hungarian 
migrants in Germany. Her main research areas are migration, ethnicity and nationalism, civil 
society and volunteering. Her dissertation has recently been published (in Hungarian) with the 
title Philanthropic Nation – Solidarity and Power in Helping Ethnic Hungarian 
Minorities  (Budapest, Kalligram). 
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Zhukova, Ekatherina is a political and cultural sociologist. She has done research on Belarus, 
Ukraine, and Italy focusing on post-disaster responsibility, trauma management, child 
vulnerability, transnational care, and gender in relation to nuclear humanitarianism. Her 
research interests include small-scale humanitarianism, private sphere of humanitarian 
assistance, and children and childhood in humanitarianism. Long-term humanitarianism after 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster (1986) has been her primary focus. She is currently working on 
a paper which aims to compare child experiences of recuperation in Italy initiated as a result 
of the Chernobyl and Fukushima (2011) nuclear disasters. 
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